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By Alain Badiou 
I. | The Bourgeois Mass Media is Never To Be Trusted 


One learns that philosophy is less relevant than the mass media. This is because philosophy has an orientation 
which is not yet Mao Zedong’s politics. We have no Mao in us. 


This means philosophy is a higher standpoint than common mass media discourse. 

Il. Principles in Philosophy - Why Marxism is no longer in fashion, why Truth is not Objective Dogmatic 

Truth 

Philosophy is aimed at Truth, which means all forms of objective knowledge, including what I call historical 
materialism and dialectical materialism. 

Ill. How to Become a Philosopher 
In French classes we learn two main things from Althusser, Lacan and Hyppolite - 
Being, Essence and Concept is Hegel which means in a direct correspondence, empirical multitude, and 
contradictions in praxis of Marxism, and finally Concept which is always a concept of everything in a formal a 
priori. 
A Philosopher becomes a philosopher instead of Hegel, by developing a Marxist syntax - mode of production, 
transition between modes of production and labour, direct labour and oppressor with all its import for French 
structuralism, which develops this in A. Existentialism in Sartre, which is about one man who joins the party to 
transition to political revolution or B. Structuralism and Structures, which simply studies state apparatuses. Or 
C. To Develop a fine abstraction which covers all topics. 


IV. Abstraction Finally 


An abstraction is when the simple empirical multitude is becoming political Marxist analysis, which shifts to 
pure abstraction in theory, theoretical practice and theory of theoretical practice, which is philosophy. 


So three main elements - empirical details, Marxism and Philosophy of theory, or philosophy and theory. 
I develop this as follows - 


Sense is a number of cars, Marxist abstraction is transport industries and Philosophy is pure abstraction of this 
as the ontic nature of the economy. 


This is Hegel’s ladder. 


